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Do appoint Robert: Pawlet to Print the Tryal of Wil- | 
- Hanſ Szayley : and that no other preſume” to Print | 
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WILLIAM STATYLEY, Goldimith; 


For [T eaſonable Wor ''S,  Upan which he was Condemned ER . 
| {Or Hz Treaſon, Nov. Vi} I 678. - | 14 


_— I 


MR. Stayley being accuſed of High 'Treafon, was on the 20th + 
Vf. day of Nipenver 1675. broaght from Newpate, and ar- | 

raigind at tne iags-Bench Barjwand the' next Day was || 
brouphr. io che ſame plae to receive his Trial ;- where being come 
and the Jury Impanncllcd, the Court told'the. Priſcner, that if he 
wou'd Challenge any of the Jury, he: muſt focak untb*thim as they 
came to. the Book to. be ſworn, and b<fore they'were fworn ; the Pri- || 
ſoner challenying none, the Jury were fworn, viz, OO i 


nr es __ 
Pl a ——_ _—— _ 
FR__ , 


In Eo LT | 
Sir Phillip Matthews.  ; Simon Middleton, Eſquire: | 
Sir Reginald Foſter. Thomas Croſs, Elquire. * F 
i" our Job Kirke, '' | Henry Fobnſon, Elquire, (1 
Sir Fohn Cutler.” | Charles Unfrevile, Eſquire. 
Sir Richard Blake, & Thomas Eaglesfield, Eiquire. 
Fobn Bifield, Elquire., ., - William Bobee, E.1quire. | 


x - The Indicnent. Read, 4 


Tou fland Indified by the nant of William S:ayley, ec. | | 
Cryer. If any can give Evidence on the behalf of our Sovereign 
Lord the King, againft Willigm Stayley, let him come fort!) a::d he | 
ſhall be heard. et hone ne. | 
_ Sir Creſwel Levings. The Prifoger ſtands Indifted as not havin | 


the fear of God before his Eyes, heing led by the Inſtigation of I | 
| Devil,” not minding his Allegiance, but Traiteroufly endeavouring 
L the Death and DeſtryRion of our Sovercign Lord the King, he did on. 
November the r 4th, inthe thirticth year of the King, falily, wicked- 
im2gine, Devifſz and invent the Kil=. *+ ©} 
Lf EL | 


» 
I 
: 
Þ. 

; 
| 


ly, and traiterouſly Compals, 
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ling the King ; that he did maliciouſly contrive (1 fay) the Death 
of our Lord, the King of Enpland. © 


To.this he hath pleaded Not guilty. You are to try whether he bc 


guilty or nor. | 

Fings Serjeant, Maynard. The Offence is as great as ca be, and 
will be prov d as clear as can be. Call the Wi:neffes to prove the Ot- 
tence, XY 

. Httorn. Gen. It. would befitting before we enter upon the Evidence, 
to-give {ome account, why (among ſo many Offenders, ſome of 
cthem-of greater quality than William Stayley) we choſe firſt tf bring 
this man to Tryal. Ic is not unknown to any man that lives in Eng- 
land, what Diſcoveries there have been of horrid and damnable De. 
figns againſt the King's Perſon, and the Proteſtant Religion; There 
are a, fort of men inthe World, that endeavour -what they can to cry 
down this Diſcovery,' as; that it was altogether Suppoſititious, and a 
Fable. Ir is true, ſome are {6 charitable as to think the Roman Catho« 
licks England do promote the Roman Catholick,. Religion, but the 
Deſign againſt the Kings Perion isa Fiction. Bur they ſhall do well 
totake warning by the Tryal of this man, and* ſmprifonfnent of fo 
many Offenders, as that even fince this Diſcovery made, ſome have 
had this Treaſonable mind, apd Traytervus attempt againſt the King, 
and .aid thoſe words for whiah.in the Indictment he 1s charged with, 
' This Priſoner by Religion is a Roman Catbolick, he calls himſelt- fo; 
in plain Engliſh he is a Papiſt; and fiacing thatfince this Plor was 
_ diſcovered, his trading decay'd, (being one that dealt in Monies ) 
he was one of their Party, he grew inraged their money was:called ſo: 
taſt for, b:iny in the company of one Fromonte, a Foreigner, at a Cook's 
ſhop, and vver conſidering of matters of Trade, this man was com- 


plaining his money was lo faſt called in for. Taking notice ofthe dif 
 covery of the Plot, (being a very great well-wiſhey to 1t) entred into. 


a great Paifion, and fpake theſe words, of, the King : That he was the 
greateſt Heretick. in the World, that he was @ great Rogue ;, tor his part, 
holding up his hand, clapt it then upon his heart, and faid, 1will with 
this bond kill him, Theſe words were heard by the Gentlemen that 
were preſent, bat ſpoken in French. . | 

CCETTs William Cafters, a Witnels. 


Att.rn. Gen. Acquaint the Court and Jury what you knoy of any 


words ſpoken by the Prifoner abour killing the King. | 


oy 


i itneſs. So tar as I know or can givean account, it was about Ele-. 


ven of the clcck in the day, on the fourteenth day,of this month ; he 
call'd ter a pot of- Ale, and a flice of Roſt Beek, which when 1t was 
called for, his Landlord faid it ſhould be brought him ; there was an- 


o her Fraxchman with Stayley, a ſtranger tome: they diſcourled to- 


\ gether 


tl 


5] 
gether in French, and Stayley then faid twice over, The Fing wds & 
grand Heretick,, making this Demonſtration with his hand upon 
his Breaſt, and ſtampt five or fix times with his Foot in great Fufy, 
The old man Fromonte his Friend, faid, That the Fling of England 
was a Tormentor of the People of God, and he anſwered again IN a preat: 
Fury, He is a preat Heretick.,, and the greateſt Rogue in the World ; there's 
the Heart and here's the Hand that would kill him, and the King ond, R 
Parliament think. all is over, but the Rogues are miſtaken. 

L. Chief Juſt. Did you know Stayley ? 

"_ . No my Lord, I had never ſeen him before. 

ef Fuſt. What did you do upon this ? 

Vine I did not know what to do, being ignorant of che Laws of 
the Country, 1 thought it was a great matter, 'and being lenfiþſe thar 
Stay/ey was gone our, I cauſ:d one to attend him, and came to his Fa- 
thers Shop, and looked up and down, and the next oay | apprehend- 
ed him, 


_ L. Chief Juſt. Are you ſure (looking —_ che Priſoner) That was 
the man? Witneſs. Yes. 

L. Chief Fuft. Did you fee him when he fÞ ike the words ? 

Witneſs. Yes, I faw him, there was no _ diftarice berwixt the 
two doors, but Juſt as far as that Gentleman and me: his face was 
ſtrait towards 1s, - 

_ L. Chief Juſt. Were you 1n the fam? Room? 

Witneſs. No, but juſt over againſt it ; the doors were open, 

£.C. Fuſt. How near were you to him ? 

Witneſs. Seven or eight foot from the place where I was and where 
he was. He wasſtanding at one door, and I at che other. In French the 
words werz ſpoken, he making a demonſtration, ſtamping with his 
foor, I would kill him my ſelf,Cwhich the Priſoner would haveevaded) - 
but fay in2, the words fignifie, [would kill my felf. The Priſoner far- 
threr Gd, char the King and Parhament chooghe all was over, but the 
Rogues were beguiled and: deceived. 

Atexan er Southerland Wicneſs, Tj 

Mr. Southerland. Tell what you heard the Priſoner at the Bar fay, : 
were you there ? Witneſs. Yes. 

L. C. Juft. Which was near:{t him, he or you ? | 

Witneſs. He was neareſt to him,” and 1 juſt by the Gentleman. He. 
faid afcerwards whzn a word or two paſt x, them, The Rogues are 
deceive1, they think. the Buſineſs is = but they are deceived. The old 
man ſaid, tzat os King of England: was a Tormentor of the People of God, 
thz Priloacr anlwzred, the King of England-is the greateſt Heretick., 
and the greateſt Rogue in the World, pw the King and Parliament antics 
their ns is done, but the Rogues are — : 


Pris 


CO I 
—— —— 


On 


\ I cannot be auiet. 
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Priſoner. T ſaid (replied the Priſoner) I would kill my ſelf 
L. Chief Juſt. Would you kill your felt becauſe you ſaid the King 
was a Heretick ? You acknowledge your {elf to be a Roman Catholick, 

Priſ. And in that Faith I intend to die. 

Attorn. Gen. Here the Priſoner doth nor deny but he faid, the King 
of England was a great Heretick.; and can we imagine him to be in 
{uch a paſſjon that he would kl] himſelf ? whether thar be a natural 
conclufion trom the premitles, I muſt ſubmit to---- EE 

L. C. Juſt. Did you ſee Mr. Stayley perteftly, was the Door open ? 

Vitneſs. 1 ſaw him pertcaly. 

L. C. Juſt. Did you know him before ? 

Witneſs. 1 never faw his Face before. 
_ L.C. Zuſt. Did. you write the words preſently ? 

IVitneſs. 1 wrote them down preſently, 2s God ſhall be my Witneſs, 

L. Chief Fuft. Look upon the writing, is it your hand ? 

Witneſs. It is ; and it was written the 14th of November 1678. A- 
bout eleven a clock they came to the Black Lion in Aings Street, and 
call'd for a Quart of Ale and a Slice of Roaſt Beet, and 1t was anſwered, 
it ſhould preſently be had. William Stayley faid, having ſtruck on 
_ Breaſt, and ſtamping with his Foot five or fix times, /my ſelf would 

0 it, 

L. Chief Fuſt. Did you write all that is in the Paper at that time? 

Witneſs. T writ the words in French as I heard them from him, then 
formed 1t as to the Perſon and Time afterwards when I was gone. 

L. Chief Fuſt. Who told you it was Stayley the Goldſmith ? _ 

 Witrieſs. We asked the Man of the Houſe ; and we found he went to 
his Fathers Houſe in Covent Garden ; we asked his Fathers Name and 
his Name ; and. that's ths-very man. "OE 
' 1; L, Chief Juſt. He contelſeth he was in this place at that time with! 
the old man; - He acknowledged that he ſpake ſome words,but denied 
he ſpake thoſe : That he was the man, he doth not deny. 

Attorn. Gen. The third man is a Gentleman that doth not under-. 
ſtand the French Tongue, he was in the company of thele two men at 
that time ; we do not call him to prove the words, becauſe he dorh 
not undcritand the Language. 7 

L.Chief Juſt.There js no miſtake of the Perſon,the Priſoner doth not 
deny he waz there. Call the third perſon to know what he hath to fay. 


7 


DIO 3-6 Philip Garret third Witneſs. | 
- Wit. All thatT can ſay 1s this ; My Captain William Caſtars came to 
me in great paſsion and faid, I cannot ſuffer this,I will run upon him, 


| 


L.Chief Juſt. 


C71 
L. Chief Juſt. What are thoſe words he charged upon |; 

Witneſs. That he would kill the King himſelf: - ts cpotib co 
ſuffer it, I will run out for a Conſtable preſently, this can: FRY be {uffer- 
ed, TI went to enquire for his name ; the anſwer was, he was a Gold- 
{mich, and that his name was Stayley. Thar's the very man LE: lookihg 
u20n him) | faw there, and heard him {peak. | 

L. Chief Fuſt. What were the firſt Words? 

Witneſs. The French Words were ſpoken twice in Engliſh thus ; 
The King" was a grand Heretick, (French again) Here's the Hani, heres D 
the Heart, I would kall him my ſelf. 

L; Chief Faſt. What can you fay to this ? 

Pr toner. My Lord, the matter of Fat hapned thus : This Gentle- 
man Mr. Southerland, comes over to me in the morning when I was in 
tz ſhop, and {aid, Sir, I would have a red Butron like this, I faid I had 
none of chat nature,you had better go to cheExchange.l would have one 
of a true Stone ; You muſt (I reply'd) goto the Jewellers, I have none 
of theſe, Upon that I diſmiſt him; he went over, and preſently 

5-155 in a quarter of an hour after, and we me, that an Honourable 
P, or 2n would ſpeak with me : l went ove - this Gentleman makes a 

,raat many Ceremonies to me, and reads me this Paper ; he tells me, 
you ſe2 what the Gentlentan reads, | would adviſe you to look to ir, 
then taking me aſide by the Window, 1 ſaid, 1 do not underſtand you, 
l am innocent, you mult not put any bubble upon m2: with ar the 
Captain runs our in aFury, and fetcheth a-Conſtable, aud carrieth me 
to the Gate-Houſe, 1 was in my Shop the day before, vvhich very day I 
&d intend to go out with a Friend into the Countrey, and prepared 
my felf accordingly ; and Mr. Fromonte, the old man that was th- 
Friend of mine, comes, faying to me, the Conſtable would have ſomc- 
thing, I know not what it1s. come and alfiſt me : 1 yent to rhe place, 
ths Conſtable told me, that | was to appear by ten of the Cjock : with 
thar comes the old man out, I owed him « little money, I went and 
paid him the money which 1 owed him. I came back and fate don 
by the window out of fight, che old man fate at the right hand, {> we 
far and diſcourſed as innocently, as 1 chought, and (belore God) as 
ever I tpake in my ite. 

L. Chief Juſt. What diCaurss had you ? 

Priſoner, Our chiet diſcourſe was about the materials of our bufineſs, 
and it was about rhe King of France his Uſurpation over his SubjeRs, 
and the happineſs of our little People, the Commonalty of England, 
that was indeed uſually our diſcourſe when we met together. 

L. Chief Juſt. Did you fay you would kill the King of Frajce ? and 
that he was a great Herztick ? Do you believe the King of France is an 


Heretick ? | 
Priſoner. 


7M 

Priſoner. 1 know not what his opinion 1s, that's to his own Conſcj= 
ENCE. 

L.C. Juſt. Did you name the word Heretick ? ” 

Priſoner. Not to my knowledge upon my Soul, not of the King of 
England ; we might have diſcourſed of the happinels and of the diffe- 
rence of their Governments, I have been thought a Perſon of ſome In- 
telligence, and of ſome Underſtanding in the World, and not to ex- 
pole my ſelf to ſpeak ina publick large room, the door being open, 
with ſo hizh a voice that thele Gentlemen being in the mext room 
ſhould hear me in French, and in a Street where almoſt all are French- 
men, t0 {peak theſe blaſphemous words, words that I abhor I have 
been a great Admirer of my Prince. 

Court. Read the Statute of Decimo tertio, wc. 

L. Chief Juſt. Speak the words in Engliſh about killing the King, 
ſpeak them all, = Y 

Witneſs. That the Priſoners Companion did-lay, The King was a 
Tormentor and Proſecutor of the People of God. The Priſoners words 
were again, The King of England is the greateſt HereticR., and the great- 
eſt Rogue in the World ; here's the beart, and there's the hand that would 
kill bin ;, I myſelf. | 
Priſoner. Here's the Hand, and hercs the Hear: which would kill 
my felt: not would kill Him my (ell. 2 

L.C, Juſt. What Jeſuit taught you this trick ? It 1s like one of 
them, it is the Art and Intereſt of a Jeſuit fo to do. 

The Statute Read. 


_£. Chief Juſt. Have you any thing more to fay for your ſelf than 


what you have already faid ? 
Court. Sir John Kirke, do you underſtand French ? 
One of the Jury. 1 do-my Lord ; the words have been interpreted all 
right. 
v4 Chief Juſt, Let me ask you one Queſtion 3; When you faid the 
King was a great Heretick, and a Rogue, and here's the heart, and here's 
the arm that would kill him my ſelf ; was it not the King you would kill ? 
Priſoner, 1 have this to fay 1n Juſtification of my felf, and Allegi- 
ance to my Prince and King, that I never thought, nor imagined, or 
contrived any way, but have been a true Subſet to the King upon all 


_ occaſions ;, 1 am ſorry it- proves ſo, Gods will be done, my Soul, de- 


pends upon it; Iama dying man by the Starute, never with Inten- 
tion, or any thought or all will, ſpakg I any word about this matter, 

L. Chief Fuſt. Out of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaks, 
the Statute hath been read, which hath made Kt criminal, | 


- G9) 


Call a wicne(s for the Priſoner. 


Witneſs for the Priſoner, One Anſelm Spake. 


They came to my -houſe, where I live, at the Croſs-keys in Cov 
vent Garden, about cight a clock in the morning, theſe crwo Gen- 
tlemen, the day they rook him away, was the day after theſe 
words were ſpoke, and he was kept priſoner from eight till 
eleven of the Clock without any Conſtable | they had five 
Bottles of Wine, and beſpake meat, but they did not Ray to eat 
the meat. | 
| L. Chief Juſt. How came youto ſtay ſolong ? 

Witneſs, I was two hours in looking fora Conſtable they 
would not come with me without a warrant from a Juſtice 
of Peace. 

L. Chief Juſt: Whotold you you had beſt take it up ? 

Priſoner. The middlemoſt man, the firſt witneſs. 

Witneſs: We were about three long hours, I lent out this Gen- 
tleman for a Conſtable, inthe mean time the Priſoners Pathct 
ſent his Maid forhimto come home, Itold him heſhould not 
Lip go, if he deſired to cat we would eatthere, I ſent to White-Hall 
) and deſired a guard, the Officer of theguard told the meſſenger 
| It was the Conſtables part. 

Conrt, Call another Witneſs for the Priſoner. 


BF "2 


Witneſs for tbe Priſoner, 


I have heard him often declare as much Loyalty to his Prince 
as any perion, One day we tell into a diſcourſe of theſe affairs, 

: the buſineſs of the Jeſuites, which are a people he did as much 
condemn as any; for in Pad#z he ſaw {o many cheats, that he 
forſook the Jeſuitical Religion, andif he knew any of the per- 
ſons concerned in this plot, he would be tte Executioner him- 
| ſelf, and whocver comes to reign afterwards, they ſhall never 

| enjoy ſo much peace as now; and I heard him often ſay he 
| __ wouldlole his blood for the King, and heard him {peak as Loy- 
ally as I ever heard any man fpeak in my lite. 

L. Chief JuSt, That is when he fpoketoa Proteſtant. 

Court, Have you any thingelſero ſay for your (elf, or have 
you any more Witneſſzs,that you would have examined on your 
behalf: | 
| Priſoner, No. 


C Lord 


(to) 

Lord (Chief Juſtice bis Speech. 

He Statnte hath been read » which was made ſince the 
* King came in, for the preſeryation of his perſon, and 
« during his life: the Parliament thought it reaſonable, even to 
© make deſperate words to be Treaſon, although there was no 
© other thing but words, that is, ſuch words, as itthe thing had 
© been done would be Treaſon, the ſpeaking it is Treaſon. When 
© we come to obſcrve the manner of this ſpeaking, methinks 
«© there is no great difficulty to ſatisfie the Jury that they were 
© ſpokeadviſedly and maliciouſly, They were in a publick houſe, 
* and by accident heard - they concealed them not a momenr, 
© and not from the man that did not underſtand Frexch.To hear a 
© man ſay in agreat paſſion, chat his King was a Heretick, and the 
« oreateſt Rogue inthe World, and that he would kill him, to 
« write downthe words preſently, they ſlept not npon it, they 
« found out who he was, the next day they came toattach him : 
© they kept him,for what ? till they could ger a Conſtable. Sorhat 
© hereis nothing doubtful either in the circumſtance or ſubſtance 
« of his Caſe: ſothat you cannot have a plainer proof inthe World 
© thenthere 151n this. For my own part, when itis inthe Caſe 
*of amanslife, | would not have any compliance withthe ru- 
* mors or diſorder of times,that ſhould be an evidenceagainft him, 
© but would have a verdi& depend upon the Witneſfles,that ſwear 
*the fat down right upon him. You and we allare ſenſible ofthe 
* great difficulties and hazards that is now both againſt the Kings 
* perſon, and againſt all Proteſtants,and our Religion roo, which 
* will hardly maintain it's ſelf, when they have deſtroyed the men; 
© butlet 'em know, that many thouſands will loſe their Religion 
«with their lives, for we will not be Papiſts, ler the Jeluits preſs 
© what they will(who are the foundations of all this miſchief)in 
* making prolelites,by telling them,do what wickedneſs you will 
* i:s no f1n,but we can {ave you, and if you omit what we Com- 
* mand we can damn you. This they will norown when it comes 
«ro bean objeCton and penal upon them, but they will never ger 
* the Pope of Rometo declare he hath not a powerto Excommus»- 
*nicate what he calls a hererick King, and it he does,that the Sub- 
* ject 35 nor dilcharged from his obedience, they would do great 
* ſervice to their Papilt friends,it they could obtain ſuch an Edi. 
* They print, preach,diſpute,and maintain otherwile, and thereby 
© lead people to their own deſtruRion and the deſtruQtions of 


others, 


c 


EC, 


© others, Excuſe me it lama little warm, when perils are ſo 


' © many, their Muithers fo ſecret, that we cannot diſcover the 


© murther ofchar Gentleman, whom we all knew ſo well, when 
* things are tranſaQted {o cloſly, and our King in ſo great danger, 
© and Religion at flake. Tis betterto be warm here than in Smith- 
© field. But thatthe man might have juſtice done him, he hath 
© had his Witneſfles, and might have had this old Man, if he had 
"named him to Mr. Richardjon- and to ſhew what fair play he 
© has had, Mr. Attorny tells you the old Man hath been examined 
* upon Oath, and offers him the Copy of his Examination to uſe, 
« but hethinks not ficto ule itfor his defence,therefore nothing is 
© {mothered, The Offence you have heard in words plaincenough, 
© unlets rhe ſence is preverted by Jeſuitical cunning and equivoca- 
< tion, the beſt part of their learning and honeſty, They ſwear tr 
© exprelly, That the King was a Heretick, and the greateſt Rogue in 
© the World,and here's the beart aud handythat he would kill bim himſelf, 
© and hath and can have no other fignification, The Statute ſaith 
« Aaviſedly and Malicionſly: The manner of ſpeaking, and the 
© words ſpoke, prove both: When a Papiſt once hath made a Man 
© a Heretiquez there isno {cxupleto murther him. Whoever is not 
© of their Perſwafion are Hereticks, and whoever are Hereticks 
« may be murthered,ifche Pope commands itfor which they may 
© become Saints in Heaven z this is that they have practiſed. If 
© there had been nothing of this in this Kingdome, or other parts 
© of the World, it would be a hard thing to impoſe it upon them, 
©burtthey ought not to complain, when:lo many inſtances are a- 
* gainſt them. Therefore diſcharge your Conſciences as you 
© oughtro do, if guilty Jet him take the reward ofhis Crime,and 
©you ſhall do well co vegin with this man, for perchance ir may be 
* aterrour tothe reſt. Valeſs they think they can be ſaved by dying 
<jinthe Roman Faith, tho with ſuch pernicious and traiterous 
* words and deiigns as theſeare, letſuch goto Heaven by them- 
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« ſelves, | hope, I ſhall never go to that Heaven, where Men are 
© made Saints for killing Kings, 
William Stayley, hold up your hand. 


( onre. Is William Stayley guilty of the High Treaſon whereof he 
bath been Indicted. 


Jury Guilty, | 
Court. What Goods, Chattels. Lands or Tenements > 
'Priſ. None. 


L. (bief Jus. Now you may diea Roman Catholique, and 
when you cometo die, [ doubt you will be found a Priefttoo. 


ing, 
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Kings Council, | pray Judgment according to the Verdi&. 

Court. You have been indicted of high Treaſon, you have put 
your ſelt upon your Country, which Country have tound you 
guilty, what have youto lay for yourſelf, wherefore the Court 
{hould not procecd to Judgement againſt you 2? 

Priſoner. | have nothing to lay, 

L. Chief JuStice, 1 pronounce Judgement uponyou. You are 
here found guilty by the Jury of high Treaſon, for ſaying you 
would kill the King, with other irreverent words, but the mar- 
ter which makes you a Traitor is proved upon you by moſt ap- 
parent evidence, The matter, manner, and all the circumſtances 
of it makeit plain, you may harden your heart as muchas you 
will, and lift up your eies, but youſeem inſtead of being ſorrow: 
ful,to be obſtinacte,berween God and your Conſcience be it,l have 
nothing to do with it, my duty is to pronounce Judgement upon 
you according to Law, which is this, 


The SENTENCE, 


Z You ſhall return tothe Priſon, from thence ſhall be 
drawnto the place of Execution, where you ſhall be bang- 
ed by the Neck, cut down alive, your Quarters ſhall be ſe- 


vered and diſpoſed of as the King ſhall think fit, and your 
Bowels burnt, and ſothe Lord bave mercy upon your Soul. 


